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Future editions ofthisbookwould benefit from a more extensivediscussion ofdigital
techniques of image analysis and three-dimensional reconstruction from optical
images. As one might expect, the section concerning digital image processors will need
updating, given the rapid changes in technology. The new field ofconfocal microscopy
is only briefly mentioned, and although the field of fluorescent microscopy is given
minimal coverage, Inoue's pioneering work in this area is more than adequately
referenced.
In summary, this book is most highly recommended to anyone who either has, uses,
or wishes to obtain both a microscope and a video camera. Its wealth of practical
information isextremely useful everywhere, frompurchasing equipment, toconnecting
it together and using it, to the final publication ofthe results.
JONATHAN ALAN BORDEN
MedicalStudent
and
LAURA MANUELIDIS
Section ofNeuropathology
Department ofSurgery
Yale University School ofMedicine
CAREOFTHE NEWBORN. 2nd Edition. Edited by Richard L. Schreiner and Niceta C.
Bradburn. New York, Raven Press, 1987. 197 pp. $38.00.
Care ofthe Newborn provides the health care worker with a brief, practical, and
extremely readable handbook for common problems encountered when caring for
newborns in non-tertiary care settings. With a few exceptions, the authors represent a
group ofclinicians and professors who teach and practice neonatal pediatrics at James
Whitcomb Riley Hospital, Indiana University School of Medicine. The text is
composed of six chapters devoted to the basics of normal newborn care, fourteen
chapters discussing common problems encountered with newborns, and a final chapter
which deals with the sensitive issue ofperinatal death.
The authors include the topics ofresuscitation, thorough head-to-toe examination of
the newborn, assessment of gestational age with emphasis on physical examination,
temperature regulation, and infant nutrition. Discussion of common problems ranges
from an in-depth analysis ofjaundice to the identification and treatment of neonatal
seizures. Common medical problems in all body systems are covered, as well as
complications resulting from infectious diseases and fluid and electrolyte imbalances.
Each chapter progresses from assessment to treatment in well-organized, problem-
solving fashion. Emphasis is placed on careful diagnosis based on clinical examination,
interpretation oflab results, and diagnostic imaging studies. Less attention is spent on
treatment of problems, although the authors do present several diagnostic and
treatment techniques with amazing clarity. Pictures, diagrams, and drawings greatly
enhance the understanding of such techniques as the placement of arterial/venous
catheters and suprapubic bladder aspiration. It was not the authors' purpose toaddress
the detailed careofnewborns in tertiary care settings; however, the authors do provide
an excellent, concise chapter, directed to health care workers in other settings, which
outlines steps involved in stabilizing newborns for transport to such tertiary settings.
Lack of documented research related to procedures discussed presents some
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basics of neonatal care, as well as provide tips to veterans in the field. Medical and
nursing students, physicians, and nurses should all find Care of the Newborn an
excellent and practical quick reference in non-tertiary newborn care.
STEVEN M. FINKBEINER
MedicalStudent
Yale University School ofMedicine
TEXTBOOK OF SURGERY: THE BIOLOGICAL BAsIs OF MODERN SURGICAL PRACTICE.
Edited by David C. Sabiston, Jr. Philadelphia, PA, W.B. Saunders, Co., 1986. 2,496
pp., plus index. $95.00.
It is both a difficult and an enviablejob that has been given me-to review the latest
edition ofa classic textbook ofsurgery. The thirteenth edition of"Sabiston" continues
the tradition ofauthoritative discussion ofthe broad field ofsurgery. As in his previous
editions, Sabiston has sought the most esteemed surgeons from the entire country for
contributions. The book's stated purpose is to offer a thorough presentation of the
management of general surgical problems. Even with such an ambitious goal, it is
difficult to criticize the accomplishments ofthis text.
This edition includes contributions from 49 new authors and six additional chapters.
These chapters cover advances, particularly in vascular surgery, but all ofthe chapters
have been revised, some more than others, from the earlier edition. I am pleased to see
an introduction to intra-aortic balloon counterpropulsion, though the broad discussion
ofintensive care should receive greater treatment in a general surgery text.
As with earlier editions, the presentation ofeach chapter is complete, readable, and
attractive. Drawings and radiographs are of uniformly excellent quality, and most
chapters successfully include historical, anatomic, physiologic, and clinical principles.
Many ofthe chapters will remain the definitive introduction to general surgery care.
Any undertaking of this size is bound to have some problems. Many current
dramatic developments in surgery, such as in extracorporeal membrane circulation,
fail to receive attention in this edition. In addition, I look forward in the next edition for
surgical discussion of major changes in general medical practice, such as the surgical
care ofAIDS patients.
HENRY RICE
MedicalStudent
Yale University School ofMedicine
THE CHANGING HUMORS OF PORTSMOUTH. THE MEDICAL BIOGRAPHY OF AN AMERI-
CAN TOWN. 1623-1983. By J. Worth Estes and David M. Goodman. Canton, MA,
Watson Publishing International, 1987. 363 Pp. $19.95.
Often when we think of Sir William Osler, we recall the imposing image in J.S.
Sargent's painting of the four dark-robed sovereigns of Johns Hopkins. In several less
well-known photographs ofOsler "at the bedside" (1902-1903), he is portrayed again
as a distinguished and thoughtful gentleman. Oneofthe intriguing differences between
these bedside photographs and Sargent's painting, however, is that in the former,
Osler, the physician, is seated well in the background, overshadowed by the patient. It
is an entirely different, yet perhaps more realistic view of the physician and of
medicine, one in which the emphasis is on the patient.